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[870 minds of those who are appointed to govern them. That
~ respect, for the most part, exists in the experienced men who
' know the natives from a long course of service in India;
but nothing can be more disgusting than the feelings and
demeanour towards them of numbers of the raw young
Englishmen who go out, and I am afraid this is an increas-
ing evil, since the substitution of the Queen's army, who
detest the country and only remain a few years in it, for
a force of which the officers passed their whole career
in India, and since the great increase of private adven-
turers, who are not even under that imperfect control from
superiors, to which the military and the civil officers of
government are subject.

I think you have done good service by putting within
reach of the English public, in the compass of a single
work, so much knowledge, both in the shape of informa-
tion and of specimens of the thoughts and intellectual pro-
ductions of the Hindoos. Opinions will differ as to the
merits of these productions, and of the state of civilisation
which they indicate; but they are an authentic and in-
teresting product of the human mind; they deserve to be
known, and anyone may now know where to find such
a selection from them as is sufficient to give a correct
general notion of their kind and quality. This could not,
as far as I know, have been obtained before, without at
least dipping into many books.

You ask me for information respecting the administra-
tive capacity shown by so many ladies of ruling families
in India, and especially whether these ladies are Hindoos
or Mahomedans. They are almost all Hindoos. The case
can seldom arise in a Mussulman principality, as by Maho-
medan law the mother is not regent for her minor son,
whereas among Hindoos the mother by birth or adoption
is regent of right. One of the most remarkable, however,
of these ladies, the late Sekunder Begum of Bhopal, was
a Mahomedan. She was the only child of the ruler of
the country; and at his death, according to the custom
of the people, she could transmit the chiefship to her
husband, but could not exercise it herself: she was, how-ularory of the United Netherlands."]nd changement dans les relations sociales des sexes.thosecre, en peu deanding.
